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Sales consulting groups merge, sign Willis 
Tower lease
By Alison Burdo

Sales Empowerment Group LLC, a Chicago-based sales 

consulting company, leased 12,000 square feet in Willis 

Tower. The firm is moving from its 1,400-square-foot office 

at 351 W. Hubbard St. in River North after merging with 

another Chicago-based sales consulting firm, Zanon Group, 

which specializes in the technology industry, said Brian 

O'Neil, president and CEO of Sales Empowerment Group. 

Mr. O'Neil declined to provide financial terms of the two-

year lease at Willis Tower, 233 S. Wacker Drive. A 

spokesman for the J. Rich Co. LLC, which brokered the 

newly formed company's lease, declined to comment. Sales 

Empowerment Group has 13 employees and plans to add 

75 more over the next year, Mr. O'Neil said. The consulting 

firm will outgrow the newly leased space in about nine 

months and hopes to expand its offices within the 110-story 

tower, he added. The lease does not include an expansion 

clause, he said. A spokesman for Chicago-based U.S. 

Equities Realty LLC, which manages leasing for the 3.8 

million-square-foot Willis Tower, did not return calls. Zanon 

Group did not have any office space before the merger 

because its consultants worked from the clients' offices. 

Deerfield medical office building for sale

A new medical office building in Deerfield leased to 

Northwestern Memorial HealthCare has been put up for 

sale with an asking price of $7.2 million, according to a 

marketing flier. Next Realty LLC, which owns the 16,737-square-foot office building at 350 S. 

Waukegan Road, has hired Boulder Group, a Northbrook-based real estate firm, to sell the two-

story building. Next Realty bought the property, the former home of George's What's Cooking 

restaurant, for $1.5 million in 2011. The Northbrook-based developer converted the former one-

story retail property into a two-story medical office, according to Deerfield public records. Next 

Realty representatives did not return calls, and a Boulder Group spokesman declined to 

comment. Northwestern Memorial Physicians Group will occupy the building under a lease that 

began in March, the flier says. The offices open Monday, according to the medical group's 

website. The lease expires in 2028. 

Oak Brook-based toy maker to move

Toy maker TOMY International Inc. is moving its headquarters to a 24,649-square-foot office 

space at Commerce Plaza in Oak Brook. The subsidiary of Tokyo-based TOMY Company Ltd. 

signed a 10-year lease at 2015 Spring Road, part of a three-building, 555,469-square-foot 

office complex, said Jones Lang LaSalle Inc. Senior Vice President Jeff Shay, who represented 

the property owner, Los Angeles-based Arden Realty Inc. Tomy is moving from a 27,000-

square-foot office at 1111 W. 22nd St. in Oak Brook, which Arden also owns, Mr. Shay said. 

The new location offers a collaborative work environment more in line with company culture, a 

TOMY spokesman said. An Arden spokeswoman did not return calls. Jones Lang LaSalle 

Senior Vice President Todd Schaefer represented TOMY in the lease. 
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